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ABOUT THE BOOK:
From the author of The Hundred Lies of Lizzie Lovett and As You Wish comes the unforgettable story 
of one small town’s biggest hoax and the two brothers who started it all.

This is the absolutely true account of how Lansburg, Pennsylvania, was invaded by aliens and the 
weeks of chaos that followed. There were sightings of UFOs, close encounters, and even abductions. 
There were believers, Truth Seekers, and, above all, people who looked to the sky and hoped for 
more. 

Only…there were no aliens.

Gideon Hofstadt knows what really happened. When one of his science experiments went wrong, he and his older brother 
blamed the resulting explosion on extraterrestrial activity. And their lie was not only believed by their town—it was embraced. As 
the brothers go to increasingly greater lengths to keep up the ruse and avoid getting caught, the hoax flourishes. But Gideon’s 
obsession with their tale threatened his whole world. Can he find a way to banish the aliens before Lansburg, and his life, are 
changed forever?

Told in a report format and comprosed of interviews, blog posts, text conversations, found documents, and so much more, It Came 
from the Sky is a hysterical and resonant novel about what it means to be human in the face of the unknown.
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PRAISE FOR IT CAME FROM THE SKY: 
“Well written... Believable characters facing realistic teenage issues 
coupled with a thematic exploration of wishes, fears, and principles of 
honesty and ethics will help to keep readers’ attention.” 
—School Library Connection

“A page-turner as engrossing as any classic Twilight Zone starring two 
spirited brothers who run circles around the Hardy Boys.” 
—Ben Philippe, Morris Award–winning author of The Field Guide to the North 
American Teenager

PRAISE FOR CHELSEA SEDOTI:
“Depending on the reader, this novel offers different levels of intensity, 
starting with the everyday sort of teen troubles, progressing to difficult 
family dynamics, and reaching up to the ethical dilemmas wishing can 
create—all while being easy to read and hard to put down.”
—VOYA, STARRED Review, for As You Wish

“Heartbreaking, other times hilarious, but always thought-provoking. An 
unexpectedly affecting book that will have readers pondering what they 
would wish for if given the chance.”
—Booklist for As You Wish

“Resonant and memorable.”
—Publishers Weekly for The Hundred Lies of Lizzie Lovett

“Wildly creative.”
—School Library Journal for The Hundred Lies of Lizzie Lovett
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Shortly after the hoax begins, Gideon feels that it takes on a life of its own. Is this 

true? Could he have ended it if he wanted to, or was he trapped? What would you 
have done in his place?   

2. Gideon and Ishmael have very different skill sets and contribute to the hoax in unique 
ways. Does this make one of them more vital to the hoax’s success than the other? 
Which of them should get more credit (or blame)? 

3. Several of Gideon’s friends and family members are initially skeptical about the claim of aliens—yet they go 
along with it. If you were Gideon’s friend, would you have tried to stop him or encouraged the hoax?  

4. At one point, Gideon’s best friend remarks on him having low self-esteem. Gideon denies this. Which of them 
do you think is correct? What impact could it have had on the events of the book? 

5. As the hoax grows and spreads, many people in Lansburg claim they’ve had alien encounters of their own. Do 
you think they truly believe this? Why or why not?  

6. The people Gideon is closest to—his brother, his friends, and his boyfriend—are drastically different from him. 
Is this intentional or coincidence? Why might Gideon be drawn to such opposite personalities?  

7. Gideon finds a nemesis in health MLM guru J. Quincy Oswald. He calls Oswald a narcissist for his 
“exaggerated sense of self-importance, constant need for admiration, and tendency to dwell on achieving 
power and success.” In what ways does Gideon exhibit these same traits? 

8.  It Came from the Sky involves a large scale act of deception: the staging of an alien hoax. But throughout the 
book, characters deceive each other in much smaller, more personal ways. Discuss these various deceptions. 
Is one type more egregious than another? 

9. Gideon is on a quest for glory. What does glory mean to him, and why does he find it so important? Are there 
other characters who, knowingly or not, are on the same quest?  

10. From MLM distributers to the Pied Piper performance at Gideon’s school, It Came from the Sky explores 
various instances of cult-like behavior. Discuss the different ways this presents itself. How are the “cults” similar 
or different? 

11. As the hoax reaches its height, Gideon suggests that people in his town might be experiencing mass hysteria 
and cites several historical examples of the phenomenon. What do you think causes mass hysteria? Do you 
think the people of Lansburg were victims of it? 

12.  It Came from the Sky includes a compilation of Gideon’s notes throughout the course of his hoax. Knowing his 
step-by-step process, if you were staging an alien hoax of your own, what would you do differently? 

13. In the end, would you consider Gideon and Ishmael’s hoax immoral? Do you think any good came  
from it?  

14. Do you believe in aliens? Why or why not? If you do believe in them, why don’t you think we’ve  
encountered them—or have we?


